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Most of you know how property rights are the 

bedrock for prosperity anywhere in the world. 
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and Beyond



Digital Transformation and Land 
Administration
Sustainable Practices from UNECE Region 
and Beyond, FAO-UNECE-FIG Guide

Funding Digital Transformation in Land 
Administration, FAO-FIG Knowledge for 
Investment Brief

Digital Transformation and Land Administration



• Covid-19 impact on Land 

Administration

• Digital acceleration

• New lessons

• New challenges

• Hard to obtain funding

Digital disruption is the new normal for land administration organizations

Land administration systems must be equipped to deal with 

disruption, whether it stems from internal or external sources

Norway: Stakeholder dialogue and existing digital 

platforms enabled property market continuity during the 

COVID-19 pandemic

Why the need for two new publications?



How were they developed?

• 2020-2022 FAO-UNECE/WPLA joint webinars

• FIG/FAO/EU JRC Collaboration

• Funded by FAO Investment Center

• Drafting 

• Review Rounds

• Splitting off into 2 documents

Who is the Audience?

• Decision makers 

• Leaders and practitioners

The Guide provides various 

practical examples, lessons 

learned, challenges and 

suggest the way forward 

The K4I Brief - Shorter, 

sharper, focus on action 

plans and funding 

Aims to help communicate with 

economists, donors, or 

Finance Ministries in a 

language they understand.

What is in the two publications?





https://ggim.un.org/documents/E-C20-2018-7-Add_1-Global-fundamental-geospatial-data-themes.pdf



https://ggim.un.org/documents/E-C20-2018-7-Add_1-Global-fundamental-geospatial-data-themes.pdf



Land Administration Authorities play an important 

role in achieving country priorities and SDGs

Cadaster  and 

Mapping Authorities 

are custodian agencies 

of about 

11 out of the 14 

fundamental 

Geospatial Data 

Themes



The 13 cross-cutting 

themes, covered in the 

Guide,  relate closely to 

the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

(SDGs).

The Guide covers 13 cross-cutting themes



Benefits for vulnerable groups- Reduce the cost and 

time of essential 

services 

- Remove travel, paper 

documents, and long 

waiting hours 

- Facilitate the 

applications for social 

subsidies through data 

sharing;

- Enable monitoring of 

vulnerable groups

- Help to demonstrate 

progress toward 

equality…

Gender disaggregated property ownership information supports monitoring of 

SDGs target 5.a. in North Macedonia

Women land ownerships increased with 10% nationwide in 5 years

2013-2019



Prime Minister Narenda Modi’s remarks at UN World International Congress 

Official Opening Session, 11 Oct 2022

Most of you know how property rights are the bedrock for prosperity 

anywhere in the world. 

This prosperity can be further accelerated when women are the prime 

beneficiaries of ownership. This is what we are doing in India. Our public 

housing scheme had provided home to nearly 24 million poor families. Women 

are also all joint owners of almost 70 percent of these houses. These steps 

have a direct impact on the UN Sustainable Development Goals on poverty and 

gender equality.



Viet Nam

National Land 

Information 

System in 

e-Government 

Architecture

Rwanda’s 

paperless 

land 

registration 

application

Brazil’s

Digital 

Transformati

on Strategy

Serbia’s land 

information 

ecosystem of 

allies

Are the lessons globally transferable? 



How do we move towards implementation? 

IGIF  Methodology for Country level Action Plans

World Bank developed

World Bank-UN-GGIM IGIF

IGIF’s 9 interlinked strategic pathways



The 6 I’s - Future LAS characteristics 

What do digitally transformed LAS look like?



Taking Action Now: The Pathway Forward





What can be achieved: The case of Serbia



Take away and 

recommendations
Land Administration Systems must move from focusing on 

conventional key performance indicators (KPIs) (e.g. numbers 

of transactions), to a broader perspective on outcomes and 

social impact. 

LAS have to demonstrate contributions to the country priorities 

(for example, agriculture development, climate change, disaster 

risks management. Health crises, economic development, etc.)  

and to the land-related SDGs: 

• No poverty (Target 1.4); 

• Zero hunger (Target 2.3 and 2.4); 

• Gender equality (Target 5.a); 

• Sustainable cities and communities (Target 11.1, 11.3, 11.7); 

• Life on land (Target 15.1, 15.2, and 15.3)
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FIG Congress 11-15/09/2022:

• Keynote session 1

• FIG - FAO-FIG-UNECE 

joint session

• FIG General Assembly –

attended by delegates from 

100 countries 

UNECE Committee on Urban 

Development, Housing and 

Land Management 83rd session 

3-7 October 2022:

• XVI. Land administration 

and management

Next:

• 2nd UN World Geospatial 

Congress in India – 10-14 

October 2022

• FIG Commission 7 – Action

plan for 2023-2026



How can FIG contribute to achieving the SDGs?





How can FIG contribute to achieving the SDGs?
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Land Administration and Management, UN-GGIM Version 3.1, 13 July 2015
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